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AIC Dinner and Conference

14-15 November 2023


Holiday Inn West, Peterborough (PE3 6SG)


This year’s AIC Dinner and Conference (formerly Agribusiness) will feature a range of thought leaders from politics, business, academia and trade to consider “Working with Natural Capital within the agri-food supply chain”. The Conference Dinner will take place at the Holiday Inn West, Peterborough. The Dinner will formally mark the start of the AIC Conference and will also be a celebration of AIC’s 20th Anniversary. The AIC Conference will be held at the same venue throughout the following day.
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AIC Dinner 


14 November 2023 


Marking the formal opening of AIC’s Conference, this year's Dinner will also celebrate AIC’s 20th Anniversary.


The Dinner is a black tie event open to Members, industry stakeholders, and the trade. Like the Conference, it will be held at the Holiday Inn West, Peterborough.
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				The Rt Hon George Eustice MP
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AIC Conference


15 November 2023


The AIC Conference is set to feature a range of thought leaders from politics, business, academia and trade to explore this year’s theme of “Working with Natural Capital within the Agri-Food Supply Chain”.


The Conference will again be held at the Holiday Inn West, Peterborough, and will be complemented by a black tie dinner - AIC’s Conference Dinner - the night before (14 November) which will be hosted at the same venue.


Speakers include:


	Minette Batters, NFU President 
	The Rt Hon Mark Spencer, MP, Minister of State, Minister for Food, Farming and Fisheries, Defra
	Sir Charles Godfray, University of Oxford
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				Charlotte Smith


				
					
						BBC Radio 4 Farming Today
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					John Kelley

Chief Operating Officer, AIC 

Managing Director, AIC Services
				
			
		
	

		

		
			Working with Natural Capital in the agri-food supply chain  


Agriculture and the agri-supply chain rely on effective management of natural capital to ensure food security and environmental management. With the evolution in Government funding for UK agriculture becoming ever more prominent, ways in which farmers can access support funds is changing at pace. The UK Government offers a range of funding for agriculture and the creation of public goods by managing the soil, water, woodlands and the environment. However, a balance needs to be struck between the environmental protection of land and the production of food to feed the nation from productive agriculture. 


The stresses on UK agriculture are many - from the impact of climate change, the UK's exit from the EU, the post-COVID environment, avian influenza, competing land use pressures, the Ukraine war, as well as high inflation and the cost of living crisis. This year’s AIC Conference will consider how these conflicting pressures impact the agri-food supply chains and will assess the opportunities to navigate through this volatility. There is also an increasing drive to invest, innovate and the adopt agri-technology, and these factors will be taken into account to determine how some of these new innovations can shape agriculture and the agri-food supply chain.


Chairing the Conference this year will be BBC Farming Today's Charlotte Smith, a seasoned veteran in navigating the agri-food landscape. The political scene will be represented by the Secretary of State for Agriculture as well as political leaders from Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. This will be especially important this year in the run up to a widely anticipated General Election in 2024. Other thought leaders within the industry, academia and the trade will put forward their views of these crucial areas to help AIC Members, stakeholders and the wider audience become fully informed of the current issues and opportunities.


We look forward to welcoming you to the AIC Conference 2023, where you can join in the discussion at this flagship event for the agri-food supply chain.
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	AIC Conference attendees can earn up to four BASIS points this year.
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			22 Nov 2023

		
	



					
						
							
							Video: AIC Conference 2023 now available to watch on-demand
						
					


					

					
						
							All the insight and debate from the AIC Conference 2023 is now available to watch on demand.
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							AIC at 20: Launching the AIC Conference - the agri-food supply chain's flagship forum
						
					


					

					
						
							With the AIC Dinner & Conference this week (14-15 November), we look back at the history of the agri-food supply chain's flagship event.
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							AIC Dinner & Conference 2023: Last chance to book tickets
						
					


					

					
						
							With less than a week to go until the start of this year's AIC Dinner & Conference, there is still time to book last-minute tickets to the agri-food supply chain's flagship event on 14 and 15 November 2023.
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							The Rt Hon George Eustice MP


							

							
								The Rt Hon George Eustice MP served as Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) from February 2020 until September 2022. He also served as Minister of State in Defra between 2013 and 2020.  


George was first elected as MP for Camborne, Redruth, and Hayle in 2010. He champions economic regeneration in Cornwall and actively campaigned for Britain to leave the European Union, stating that he wanted to see Ministers and their Civil Servants have the freedom to start thinking policy ideas through from first principles. 
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			Holiday Inn West, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough, PE3 6SG
			
				Tuesday @ 7:15 PM
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							Charlotte Smith


							
								BBC Radio 4 Farming Today, 

							

							
								Charlotte Smith is the presenter of Farming Today.  She was born and brought up in the Leicestershire village of Quorn and has been a radio nerd since her teens, when she started volunteering at BBC Radio Leicester. 


The BBC trained Charlotte on the Local Radio Reporters Scheme, which gave her lots of experience and very bad shorthand.  After stints at BBC’s Sussex, Cumbria and Devon Charlotte ended up back at Radio Leicester as a news reporter, where she learnt a lot…. some of it about journalism. 


Charlotte then worked as a producer on Radio 4’s The World Tonight, as a reporter and sports presenter on BBC TV’s East Midlands Today, and as a producer and reporter and presenter on Five Live (not usually all at the same time).  After reporting for Radio 4’s You and Yours and for daytime TV, conversation in a lift led to me presenting Farming Today on Radio 4 and Countryfile on BBC One. 
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			Conference Chair – Charlotte Smith, BBC Farming Today
			
				Wednesday @ 9:50 AM
			
		

	





	
		
			Conference Chair – Charlotte Smith, BBC Farming Today
			
				Wednesday @ 2:00 PM
			
		

	





	
		
			Conference Chair – Charlotte Smith, BBC Farming Today
			
				Wednesday @ 3:45 PM
			
		

	

								

							
						

					

				

			

		

	


